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Wherein is a; 


| Some REMARKS on the Poverty, Diſtreſs, Y 
and other Difficulties, which they labour under; i 
the Advantages of a Dire& Exportation from the 
Sugar Iſlands to Foreign Markets ; and the Conſe- 
quences of loſing or * our Sugar Colonies 
are e conſidered ; 
AND 


Some Cour ARIsORs are made between the Prench 2 
and the Engli/h in Regard. to the SUGAR TRADE. = 


With a "MY SAL for RELiEy. | 
— — 


oy a WELLWISH ER to the TRADE and Nunn, of 
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EV ERA L of the * and Mer- 
gas... fe interefled in, and trading to His 
1 Majeſty « Supar Colonies in America, hav- 
vo, in the ig 5 1735, petitioned the Ho- 
= nourable the Commons of Great-Britain in 
Fee aſſembled, for an eaſier, quicker, and 
cheaper Way of tranſporting Sugars diroctiy from the 
Britiſh lands to foreign Markets, and ſeveral Ob- 
jectionq and Difficulties having hitherto prevented the 
good Deſigi of the ſaid Petition, I was encouraged 
by a worthy Patron of our American Colonies to write 


D elm Pages, in order to remove and ex Jain 
ſuch Objections and Difficulties, and to demonſtrate the 


eue, and Neceſſity there is for ſome ſuch 
Rel. — 


A 2 = 


— 


L 


The Ae. 1507 Trade and IN avigation Were ; 


duell calculated for the Times in which they were . | 


and for many Tears afterwards, as all 52 European 
Wations who had Colonies in America kept their Trade 
under the like Reſtrictions and Reſtraints, and we 


| have fince afforded a large Re-exportation of Su- 


gar from Great-Britain zo foreign Markets ; but 


within theſe few Years the French have changed 


their Laws, by permitting an Exportation of Su- 


gar and other Rrodudts directly to foreign Markets, 
 _  aphereby they have gained this beneficial Branch © 
Commerce, and are in a fair Way of engroſſing the 


Sugar Trade, unleſs we are ſoon put pon a level 55 | 
them in this Inflance. 


Some Remarks are here made upon the Poverty, Di- 
Preſs, and other Difficulties. our Sugar Planters now 
labour under from the Decay of our Sugar Trade; the 
Advantages of ſuch a dire Exportation, and the Con- 
ſequences of loſing or preſerving our Sugar Colonies, 


are here conſidered; and ſome C ompariſons are made. 


between the Engliſh and French in Regard to the Sa. 
gar Trade ; with a Propoſal for Relief. „„ 


in 16 Proſecution of this Aﬀair, I have has no- 
thing more at heart than the general Good, ſo if any 
Advantages ſball accrue from the &. uceeſe of it, my © 
Views will be fully anſwer a, and my Endeavours 2 ; 
crently recompenſed. 


The above-mentioned PETIT IoN to the Pulau ! is as follows. 


RE nd 


; 24 b e d 
HOI W205 Wee 


* 


To the Hoot * G ** 8 
Britain in Fan aſſembled. 


The humble Pzrivion! * Merchants 
and Planters trading to, and intereſted i in 
his. Hy S — Colontes. + : 


Snkwzrz, | 
HA by two AQ: paſſed in the 1 and | 
dad Years of King Charles II. the In- 


— ( from ſending any Sugars to foreign Mar- 
kets before they are firſt landed | in Great-Britain. 


Tur how prudent FER: this Reſtraint may 
have been at the Time the Sugar Trade in the H. 
Indies was entirely in our Hands; yet now that our 

Sugar Iſlands are in a declining Condition, chiefly by 
the Increaſe of the French Settlements, it would be 
highly beneficial to Great. Britain (as your Petitioners 
5 i to put the I Subject in a Capacity of 
dif ſputing 


habitants of the faid Colonies are reſtrain- 


© 

| diſputing foreign Markets with the French; and to 

permit him to carry his Sugars earlier and cheaper to 

theſe * than be can now do under the Reſtraint 
| 1 5 1 > 


* 


Txrar the Sugar Colonies import 8. into this 
Kingdom Sugar enough for our home Conſumption ; 
and alſo a large Surplus for Re- exportation to fo- 
reign Parts; but the Demand from Abroad has great- 
ly decreaſed within theſe few Years, and the Markets 
. that Commodity have been foreſtalled by the 
French; not only to the Prejudice of the Sugar Trade, 
but alſo of the general Trade of Great. Britain. 


THar if Britiſh Ships were permitted to go to fo- 
reign Markets under proper Reſtrictions, without un- 
loading here, the whole Charge, and in a great = 
ſure the Riſque of a double Voyage, would be ſaved 

and the obliging ſuch Ships to return to Great-Britain, 
unload, and take their Clearance here, before their 
proceeding on another American Vo 255 would be 
attended with this farther good Effect; that they muſt 
afford td carry Freight at the cheapeſt Rates, or return 
home empty. So that this Regulation (as your Peti- 
tioners conceive) would extend our Navigation, and 
contribute to make us the Carriers of Europe, with- 
out anudkenß the Revenue; all the Duties on Sugar 
being drawn back on the Re- exportation of it to fo- 
Teign Parts. 


Fox 


(vil. 
_—_ theſe Reaſons your Petitioners humbly pray 
this Honourable Houſe, that a Liberty may be granted 
of carrying Britiſh Sugar from our Sugar Colonies in 

America directly to any foreign Markets to the South- 
ward of Cape Finefterre, upon the fame Conditions 
that the People of Carolina are permitted to carry 
their Rice to the ſaid Markets; and alſo of carrying 
ſuch Sugars to any foreign Markets to the Northward 
of Cape Fineſterre, after firſt touching at Great-Bri- 
tain, giving- in a Manifeſt of their Cargo, and enter- 
ing into Bond to return to Great- Britain before they 

proceed on another Weſt-India Voyage. i 


8 
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B RITISH Sugar Planters, Sr. 
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London, Fune 11. 1737. 


, S you have done me the Honour to deſire my Senti- 
ments concerning the preſent State of the Sugar Trade, 


formation and Knowledge, and will begin with Zhe 
languiſbing Condition of our Sugar Iſlands, as a Sub- 

. ject of vaſt Importance to Grtat-Britain, and what, 
in my humble Opinion, requires the moſt ſerious Attention and 
ſpeedy Conſideration: The Caſe of the poor Planters of thoſe I- 
lands, particularly Barbados, may well be compared to the three 
ruinous Articles of Fire, Plague and Plunder; for altho a Fire or 


a Plague cauſe Devaſtation and Ruin, yet there are ſome People, 


at thoſe times, who make a good Account of ſuch Calamities, and 
grow rich by Plunder. 8 N 


B Axp 


I ſhall endeavour to oblige you to the beſt of my In- 


* 2 75 | ” . 1 
. * ” 2 
, * IS: 


4 1 are Es Cauſes of Devaſtation 1 Rain desde 
Fire and Plague; a few Inſtances of which, I ſhall take leave to 
mention, ſo as they concern the Subject I am upon: Such as 
Depopulation, Obſtrutions and Rene upon mas and bur- 


thenſome Taxes. 


3 1s aha the Cons 
of the other two, which has been too viſible within theſe late Years 
with regard to the Iſland of Barbados. 


OzsT2UcCTIONS and Reſtraints upon Trade are, whuerks Pro- 
ducers and Manufacturers are hindered, or otherwiſe obſtructed, 
from producing and making their Commodities eaſy and cheap, 
and reſtrained from ſelling them for, or ſending them to, ſuch * 
kets as will yield the moſt Profit and quickeſt Returns. 


TAxkEs are uſually and — — the King's Duties; 
but exorbitant Fees, Extortion, Frauds and Corruptions in any 
Country, are alſo in effe&t Taxes (and — ones wy upon 
ſuch who ſuffer thereby. 


Soc Difficulties, in a Colony overwhelmed with Calamities, is 

certainly like Plunder in a Fire or Peſtilence, becauſe, whilſt the 
Producers and Manufacturers are toiling, ſweating and labouring to 
fave ſomething, their Adverſaries get them under their Power, and. 
take Advantage of their Poverty and Diſtreſs, ſilence their Com- 
plaints, put falſe Colours upon their Addreſſes for Relief, miſrepre- 
ſent their Circumſtances, and in the end get all from them, and 
then leave them to ſink. under their own Burthen, or quit their 
Habitations to begin anew in ſome ſtrange Land; and, after all, 
give them no other Recompence than to ſlander them where they . 
{cek: for Succour, and impute the Cauſe of their Misfortunes to 
their Careleſſneſs and Indolence, Cruelty. and mee, or to 
any other dun but the true ones. 


SUGARs are indeed riſen this Year in En land and conſequent- 
ly in the Plantations, and per-adyenture the Planters may, in on 


£ 


[3] 


of a middling Crop , get rod. or 11 d. for end Shilling choyonght 


to make; but it is ſtill a Queſtion, „whether, upon Account of ſhort 
Crops, they will this Year — out 8 d. whereas had we Tus 
LIBERTY OF A DIRECT EXPORTATION om our Plantations 
to foreign Markets, to give fuch a VRN for the Produce of their 
Labour and Soil as foreign Planters of the like Produce now actu- 
ally have, they might in all probability get a good Price hen they 
make a good Crop as well as a bad one, and ſo make one Year's 
PRoFiT 40 ſomething more than anſwer another Year's Loss, 
and thereby fave and improve their Plantations. But as the Cafe 
now ſtands, there is a certain Loſs with a ſhort Crop, and when a 


Sugar- 


Market - 
A reftrained. 


Crop comes crowding home to a glutted and reftrained Mar- 


ket, the preſent Buyers will give juſt what they pleaſe, which is 


generally a lofing Price, ſince they are of a Society or Communi- . 


ty, and well know we have now ſcarcely any er 2 EIT 26 * to 
Ireland, and therefore muſt ſell to them. 


"Ts: 2 the Diſadvantages. 
direct Exportation, ſo much diſregar 


oppoſed by others, and yet often apply d for, I will ſuppoſe there 
was a navigable Canal or River, between the Red Sea and the Me- 


l 1 3 
ded by ſome, and fo — 


diterranean, and that any- foreign Nation had the ſole Liberty to 


bring Coffee from Mocha that Way, without paying any Duty or 
Toll, and to carry it free to any Port of Europe; and that the Eng- 
kh were obliged to go round about the Cape of Good Hope with their 
Coffee, and to pay 25 per Cent. Duty or Toll. . How long 
could the Engl wan ſupport himſelf in this Coffee. Trade? And 
ſo the like, if an Enghſbman was to carry Corn to the Mediterra- 
nean, to perform Quarantine forty or fixty Days, and to pay 25 
per Cent. Toll, and any neighbouring Foreigner could carry Corn 
there at the fame Coſt, and deliver it directly without any Quaran- 
tine or Toll at all. 2 How much Corn would the Engliſbman 


there? This is now the exact Caſe of our Sugar- Trade, ſince 


the French carry their Produce at once, or by a ſingle Voyage, to 
foreign Ports, whilſt ours is landed firſt in Great Britain, and 


there tumbled over and over, and ſubject to pay Port Charges, 
Second Freight, and Commiſſions, beſides Pilſerage, Waſtage and 


Riſque, which 1 in all amounts to upwards of 25 per Cent. on the 
| + WA | nett 


147 
nett Pride be Valens 2s: the Planter or Adventurer, beſides the 
Loſs of Time, which is uſually attended with the Loſs of- a or 
aer The Particulars of . Charges” are 'as «loom? VIS. 


© 2 all drawn back and not brought” 
to Account, ſaving the Commiſſionss - 
and Brokerage — 455 e eee 
4 Port Charge — — 3 18 o per Cent. 
Second Freight! —— — 5 11 6 
Commiſſions and Brokerage — 9 4 2 | i 
Wallage e mant (all dead lob) 5 13 6 ä 


— 


F 


a 


pts, | Total upon the nett Po Lag. 705 2 per Cent. 


R 2 12 
Pr 2 


This is more particularly explained by a fuppoſed Sale of a Planter 8 

. Crop of 100 Hogſheads of Clay d Sugar at Genoa, to be carried 
there directly, or by way of London, in the 2 mark d A. 
| to which is alſo added another ſuppoſed Sale of 1 50 Hogſheads of 

| _ _ Muſcovado Sugar at Hamburgb, to be carried there directly, or 

i way of London, mark'd B. whereby it appears that the 66! Re- 
ſtraint upon our Sugar- Trade to Hamburgb amounts to 36 J. 2 6. : 
6 d. per Cent. upon the Planter's or Adventurer's nett Proceeds or 
Value: It cannot be denied, but ſuch a different Charge or Toll up- 

on any Trade, or even one half of that Difference, muſt ovERR- 
THROW any Competitor in Trade, either Private or Publick, Mer- 
chant or Nation, without the leaſt Regard to any other preſent 
Advantages or Diſadvan tages on the one Side or the other, and, 
leave the Antagoniſt to run away with the Whole: And what 
makes it ftill worſe, not a Penny of this Toll goes n the pub. 

lick Revenues. 
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1 1 F our Sue lde . was once regulated in this Point on- 
— 0 di. ly, in like manner as the French have enjoy d theirs upwards of 
portation, ten Years, our Sugar Plantations might ſtill be ſecured and enlarged, 
by this ſingle Article of a direct Expor. ation, together with what we 
have of late Years * received from the n Government and Ad- 
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4 „ 
miniſtration, more eſpecially as we have ſeveral natural Advan- 
tages which Foreigners have not. Such a Regulation would, 
in all likelihood, . raiſe a comfortable Prqit to the poor in- 
duſtrious Planters, and ſoon remove the Obſtructions and Re- 
ſtraincs before mentioned, and conſequently an Innundation of Po- 
verty and Diſtreſs, and thereby eaſe their Minds, as well as their Debts 
now at high Intereſt, and enable them to thrive a nd flourith as o- 
thers of his moſt Gracious Majeſty's faithful and loyal Subjects do 
in other Parts of his Dominions: Then, they may bid Defiance 
to their Adverſaries, by becoming leſs accuſtomed to unavoidable 
Law-ſuits, Writs, and Extenſions, and to the Conſequences thereof, 


exorbitant Fees, Lſury and Extortion ;. our Sugar Colonies would 


ſequently cheaper than we can. 


then naturally increaſe in People and Strength, and be capable of de- 
fending themſelves, with ſome Aſſiſtance from home, in caſe of E- 
mergency, and to be able to pay with Chearfulneſs all the King's 
Dues, and at the ſame time guard againſt any Frauds and Cor- 


44 inte of, a 


| Ir is the Notion of ſome People, that great Part of the Lands Ogg 
of the Britiſh Iſlands are worn out and not capable of anſwering ro Colo- 
the Charge of Manuring, and that the reſt is not ſo fertile as the nies. 


French Lands; and give that as a Reaſon for their underſelling us 
at foreign Markets, without ſo much as thinking of the eaſy and 
quick Way they get their Produce to thoſe Markets; and alledge 

oy raiſe their Sugar with fewer Hands and leſs Labour, and con- 
To which I anſwer, that 

Jamaica has certainly as good Land with Rivers and other Conve- 
niencies for raifing of Sugar and other American Products as any 
of the French Iſlands, and Room enough, with our other Iſlands, 
to make as. much as Europe conſumes, and raiſe it with as few . 
Hands, as eaſy Labour, and as cheap, as the French can; and yet 


that Colony complains of bad Times from the Decay of the Sugar 


Trade, which in my Opinion is occaſioned chiefly. from the Want 

of an caſter, quicker and cheaper Tranſportation of their Products 

from the Producer to the. foreign Conſumer. — Qur other Iflands 
_ * Low Freight. Eaſy. Supplies. Vent of Rum and Moloſſes. ; 

| have 


Worn 
Lands. 
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have alſo ® their reſpectite Conveniences and Advantages, if they 
were put N88 level with their Rivals in reſpect to foreign Mar- 
kets, which they ſupply upwards of 2 5 per Cent. cheaper than we 

can, as before explained; and that Difference in Trade upon ſome of 
the Planters Crops will effect them at the rate of Centaper Cent. or 
more upon their annual Profits, as will appear by the before. men- 
tioned Calculates in the Appendix mark d A and B; eſpecially ſome 
of thoſe who are very much indebted by. tbe Charges of their 
Pore-fathers, when they had better Times, high Intereſt, and the 
preſent v1fible Decay of the Sugar Trade, may receive an agreeable 
Profit by ſuch a Change in Trade, but without it, they muſt. con- 


|  tinue to run behind-hand in their planting Affairs, and perhaps to 


the total Ruin of their Families. Land often manured with Dung 
will produce a Cane firmer and with richer and ſtronger Juice than 
new Lands, and ſuch Canes will produce a better and kinder Sort 


of Sugar for the Scale, and more natural for Improvement by 


Claying, where the Buildings are commodious and anſwerable; 


and altho' ſuch Lands may not produce above two Thirds or one 


Half of the Quantity, yet the Quality will anſwer in the Price, 


beſides allowing for extraordinary Charges for a greater Number of 


experienced Negroes, and large expenſive Buildings, to improve 
their Sugar and Rum; ſo that if thoſe Iſlands were permitted to 


make the moſt of their Induſtry and Improvements, by having the 


Benefit of various Markets as aforeſaid, they may hereafter prove 
more beneficial than they have even hitherto been to Great-Britain 
and Ireland, not only with regard to the various Commodities they 
may take off directly from thoſe Kingdoms, but alſo from our 
Northern Colonies, Africa, and Madeira directly, and from the 
Eaſt-Indies, Turkey, Italy, Spain, Flanders, and Germany, vv 
WAY OF ENGLAND; all which will ariſe chiefly from the Produce 


dr Returns of Britiſb Manufactures, 


Tuxxx are ome OB j ECT IoNS made to 1 Regulati- 
on of Commerce, to grant the Liberty of à direct Exportation, 
which I ſhall inſert, and ſubjoin my Anſwer to each diftinaly. 


* Healthy. Few Harbours for run-away Negroes. Eaſy Carriage Expenſive and com- 
modious Buildings for making and improving Sugar. Expenſive Fortifications. 8 


iſt, Objection. 


G 


—— Objettim. , "That nd: ane 4 in 5 bags Iands vil © care 
to adventure his Sugar from thence to foreign Markets, and thert- ”' 
fore ſuch « Regulation or Permiſſion will not be of y dee. 


Anſwer. It may be as well ſaid, that no Corn or Woollen Goods i 
will ever be ſhip'd from En on becauſe the Farmer, Land-hold- 
er or Manufacturer do not their own Accounts. It is 
well known, that our M — ve traded with the Planters of 
thoſe Iſlands ever fince their firſt Settlement; and that if a Profit is 
to be gained- between one Market and another, an Engliſh Mer- 
chant will find it out, F permitted, as ſoon as any other Merchant 
upon Earth. If the Planters ſhould fell a ſmall Proportion only 


of their beſt Sugar at a good Price in the Iſlands, to the Merchant- 


Adventurer, for foreign Export, it will put a Spring to their Trade, 
and anſwer every way, in all probability, much better than to ſhip 
it ALL to the glutted Markets of Great- Britain: The Factors, to- 
gether with the Merchants at home, may notwithſtanding have as 
much Sugar go through their Hands as Great-Britain and Ireland 
hall conſume, which may pay as much Duty, Port Charges, 
Freight and Commiſſions, as 1s now. paid upon that Commodity, - 
| beſides what may be paid upon thoſe Accounts for the Proceeds of 
ſuch Sugar as ſhall be ſo carried to foreign Ports, fince the Re- 
turns will of courſe center in Great-Britain. And moreover, the 
greater Advantages the Planters enjoy, the ſooner they may reim- 
burſe or better ſecure their Factors. It is alledged alſo, that the 
Price of Sugar at thoſe Markets in the Streigbis will not anſwer, 
but how that can be known without a Trial I can't ſee, as the 
Prices and Sorts of Sugar are various, and cannot eaſily be diſtin- 
guiſhed at ſo great a Diſtance, nor without exactly comparing them 
together; and beſides, the Exchanges of Money, Difference of 
Weights and the Agio ſhould be carefully conſidered and well known 
before a judgment can be given in ſuch a Caſe. As to what is car- 
ried from England to thoſe Parts for Sale, there may be a better Cer- 
tainty upon making up the Accounts, and in this Caſe I will ſup- 
ſe, a French Merchant underſells the Engh/hman 5 per Cent. be- 
| ſides foreſtalling the Market, he will-notwithſtanding be a Gainer 
of 10 fer Cent. by going direct thither, and that too after pay- 
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raiſe the 
Price of 
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The direct. 2d. Objection. That in caſe ſuch a Permiſſion ſhould be gran 
Exportati- 


be manufactured in Great. Britain, may go to thoſe foreign Markets 


> 


1 ” mu 
ing the Planter 10 per Cent. extraordinary for his Sugar; fo that 


CravzD SAR has for ſome Years paſt: been conſiderably dearer 
at Martiniquethan at Barbados, altho it was the reverſe before they 


had this Liberty. And ſurely an Exgliſoman could get to Market 
as ſoon, and with as good Sugar, and as eaſy a Freight, as a French- 
man, if permitted to ſteer the ſame Course. 
3 5 ID 88 n i wes . 
7 
the Price of Sugar in Great- Britain will riſe in proportion to the 
Prices at foreign Markets, and thereby abate: the Importation, and 


Anſiver. Such a Permiſſion muſt certainly encourage all the Sugar 
Mandi, particularly Jamaica, to increaſe and improve their Plan- 
tations, and thereby find Employ and Encouragement for more 
White People from all Parts, until they ſtrengthen themſelves and 
make as much Sugar as will keep the Price down to a liying Pro- 
fit: This is manifeſt in the Caſe of the French, who, ſince their 


| Plantations have had this Indulgence, have not found any ſuch In- 


convenience. But on the contrary, they import more Muſcovado 
Sugar into France than formerly, Part of which they refine and uſe, 
in ſome meaſure, inſtead of Clay d Sugars, and ſpare vaſt Quantities 


of the coarſer Sort of Muſtovads to Holland and Hamburgb, by 


means of the By-landers from the Free-port of Dunkirque and elſe- 
where upon the Coaſt of France, which is near equivalent to the 


direct Exportation : This brings in large Returns to that Nation, 


and turns the Ballance of Trade much in their Favour, notwith- 
ſtanding their frequent, -altho* cauſeleſs, Complaints of the Decay 
of their Sugar Trade. But ſuppoſe Sugars ſhould riſe in England 
ſome ſmall matter for ſome ſhort time, it would ſcarcely affect the 


Conſumers in regard to the Quantity conſumed, and very little up- 


on Account of their private Expence; whereas ſuch a Turn may 
double the annual nett Profits of the encumbered Planters, and 
thereby, in ſome meaſure, ſecure, ſtock and enlarge their Plantations 
and increaſe the future Trade of Great- Britain, without any Pre- 
judice, as I apprehend, to the Sinking Fund, ſince the better Sorts 
of Sugar produced from manured and worn Lands, and not fit to 


at 


7 


. 


pronce; then ſcarcely any Sorts but Maſcovado will be brought 


, and that Sort of Sugar, being of a bulkier and more pon- 


derous Nature, in regard to its Value, than the finer Sort, will of 
courſe increaſe the Funds, as well as the Freight and Navigation, 


and will alſo give a further Addition to the Sugar Manufactury and 
Diſtillery ; as Sugar refined here is uſed by almoſt all Sorts of Peo- 


ple, it muſt cauſe a larger Conſumption of that Sort, and at the 


fame time reduce the Plantation Clay'd Sugar to a low Demand,. 
provided all comes home, and none gces to any foreign Markets. 


The Planter will be able then, to turn up more Land, and make 


more Sugar, and to afford his coarſe Muſcovado Sugar cheaper with 
ſuch a Liberty, becauſe the more he gets for one Sort of his Pro- 
duce, the cheaper he can afford the other. This is alſo the preſent 


vaſt Quantities as aforeſaid. Our Iſlands will during ſuch Improve- 
ments be taking off the Manufactures of Great-Britain, in ſuch 
a Proportion, as will abundantly overballance any Difference in the 
Price of Sugar, fince every one that uſes that Commodity, high or 
low, rich or poor, are more or leſs concerned in the'PRosPERITY 
ox D1s$0LUT1oON of the Britiſh Sugar Iſlands : For, in caſe of 
the latter, we ſhall want 4 Vent for almoſt all Sorts of Merchan- 


dize, and fetch our Sugar from ſome neighbouring Nation, which 


will coſt above a Million annually, or be glad to let them bring it 
to us in their own Ships, at their own Price, and for Caſh, and 
not for Britiſb Rzoduce ; fo that after double Duty is paid, Sugg 
may probably came much dearer to the Conſumers, and with muc 


more Diſadvantage to the Nation, than if our own Sugar Iſlands 


were vigorouſly ſupported. 


3d. Objection. That ſuch a Permiſſion would be breaking into aa: of 
the Acts of Trade and Navigation, which may prove of ill Con- rade and 
ſequence to the Trade and Navigation of this Kingdom. ta 


Anſwer. When our Ads of Trade and Navigation were 


made, the Wiſdom of the Legiſlature found it convenient and ne- 


2 1 2th and 22d Car. II. 


S . - ceflary 


Caſe with the French, which inriches their Planters and Merchants, 
and enables them to increaſe their Plantations, and to ſpare ſuch 


A 
4 K oe bene tee ade ̃ h 


1 „ 
ceſſary to keep the Plantations more dependent on, and more uſeful 
to, England, more eſpecially as it was then the Uſage and Cuſtom 
of France and other European Nations, to keep their Plantation 
Trade to themſelves, under certain Regulations and Reſtraints, as 
well with regard to their Supplies as Produce. But neither our 
Laws, nor thoſe of our neighbouring Nations, are like the Laws 
of the Medes and Perfians, unalterable, but receive ſuch Changes, 
as the Change of Affairs from time to time require. When thoſe 


Laws were firſt made, and for many Years afterwards, the Engh/h 


ſopply'd great Part of Europe, and even France, with Sugar, and 
could then afford it after it was landed and had paid all the Charges 
in England; but Experience ſhews we cannot do ſo now, ſince 


we have loſt that ingſtimable Branch of Commerce, to the unſpeak- 


/ The French 
begin ſirſt 
to change 
Plantation 


Laws. 


able Benefit of a neighbouring Nation, Who ſome Years paſt found 


it convenient to Change their Laws in this very Inſtance, and took 
off the CLoG upon their American Trade, by permitting a direct 
Exportation of all their Plantation Products, except Raw or _ 

covado Sugar, and have ever ſince been ſwimming with the Tide 
without any Interruption, and have largely increaſed their Planta- 
tions and Traffick, whilſt ur CLoG hangs heavy-upon us, and 
muſt, as I humbly conceive, ſoon fink our American Trade in 
their Favour, without a helping Hand from our wiſe Legiſlature.— 


Suppoſe then, that this French Example ſhould be followed, by al- 
tering our Acts of Trade and Navigation, only in this one Inſtance 
of a direct Exportation of Clay'd Sugar, all the reſt of thoſe Acts 


would ſtill remain in full Force, as well. in r 


| & to the Produce 
of Europe, as otherwiſe, and in the fame mann as they have for 
many. Years-continned in regard to the like Trade"carry?d on from 
New-England, Newfoundland, and other Northern Provinces, to 
the ſeveral foreign Ports of Europe; and the Ships that may be 
concerned in this Trade may be reſtrained to be built in, and to be- 


long to Great-Britain, and alſo to return to that Kingdom before 


they proceed on another Meſt-India Voyage, as in the Caſe of Rice 
from Carolina. And it is well known, that Numbers of Ships 
load in Great- Britain with Corn, Stores and other Merchandize 
for the ſeveral Ports to the South of Cape Finefterre, and from thence 
proceed to our Sugar Iſlands without any Complaint or Inconve- 
nience. 5 1 
* Vide Carolina Act. | 
OuR 


. 1 


., Our "tale Colonies, if preſerved, 1 1 * | 
; on Great-Britain, and * none of the Products of thoſe Iſlands in- 


terfere with the Trade of their Mother-country, but on the con- 


| * * of them are of . Uſe i in the Home. eee 


_ I 8H ALL now endeavour to give an dew of the B that The Con- 
. may poſſibly attend the Brz#7þ Nation in caſe her Sugar Hand. a6 run = 
ſhould be totally loſt. The Northern Colonies mult then depend of the Su- 
upon Foreigners, as it is well known that they cannot ſubſiſt with- garlilands. 
out a Trade with ſome Sugar Colonies.. Ireland muſt alſo depend 
upon. Foreigners to take off thoſe vaſt Quantities of Proviſions and 
other Goods that may otherwiſe find a Vent in our own Iflands. 

A fine Nurſery for Seamen will be loſt. The great Number of 
Ships employ'd in the ſeveral Branches of Trade depending on 
thoſe Iſlands, muſt be broke up or ſold to Foreigners. The Fiſh- 

ery in the V eftern Ocean muſt fail, as thoſe who have a Vent for 
Refuſe-Fiſh in Sugar Colonies will infallibly beat out thoſe that 
have none. Ten or fifteen Millions of the moſt uſeful Money or 
Stock belonging to Great-Britain will be loſt, or. ſquandered up 
and down where it may be of little Uſe to this N ation, The Pow. 
er of Great- Britain in that Part of the World will then be preca- 
rious, and that in Africa not much better. Immenſe Sums of Bul- 
lion muſt be annually exported to 1 of our Neighbours the 
Products of the American 1 great Number of profitable 
en; from the Government will then ceaſe and be no 

And laſtly, many Artificers and Manufacturers in almoſt 

—— r N of Trade in Great- Britain, if ſuch a Loſs ſhould 
happen, muſt decline, fall off, ſeek other Employ, beg, ſteal, or 

go upon the Pariſh, or to thoſe in Poſſeſſion ef the Sugar-Ilands, | 
who will gladly receive them, as well as our ſpare Seamen. 


| Bur, on the other hand, if the nnd Genius of the Britiſh The Con- 
Nation ſhall once more exert itſelf in Favour of our Sagar G of fapport | 
and permit their Inhabitants to make as much of their Products, ing the Su- 
as their rival Neighbours do of theirs of the like — it may 8 


* Vide the Repreſentation of the Board of Trade, Fanuary 23, 1733-4. * af, | 
C2 in 


* * 
nn 
in all likelihood, in my humble Opinion, be attended with the 
following good Conſequences ; the many Thouſands of ' Br:ti/þ 
Artificers and Manufacturers, who depend on the Sugar Trade, 
may ſtay at home and live comfortably the Remainder of their 
Days, and the neceſſitous Poor may have Employment, either at 
home or in America, and by that means neither become a Burthen 
to their reſpective Pariſhes, or add to the increaſing Uſes of our 
Priſons. The Patent Officers, and others, who have profitable g 
Employments under the Government, may continue in their 
Places, and if the Colonies increaſe there may be Room for more. 
Tbe Proceeds of the furplus Produce of thoſe Iflands, after paſſ- 
ing through foreign Countries, and paying Britiſb Freight, and 
Britiſh Factors, will center in Great-Britain, and greatly in- 
. Creafe the Ballance of Trade, and perhaps in Time be equal in 
Value to what Caſh may otherwiſe be drained from it; and 
we ſhall thereby ſpare to ſome Nations of Europe as much of 
1 the Products of the American Mands, as we might otherwiſe 
-z be obliged to pay for to- Foreigners. The Power of Great-Bri- 
Wn tain in America and Africa would be ſecured and enlarged. The 
ten or fifteen Millions of Stock now in- thoſe Iſlands would be 
conſiderably improved. The Weſtern Fiſhery would alſo propor- 
tionably increaſe. as well as our Shipping and Seamen. - Our 
Northern and Southern Colonies would be more united in Intereſt, 
and no ways' dependent on Foreigners, who may ſhut their Ports 
againſt them, as well as Ireland, when they pleaſe. 7 


\ 


 Svcn a conſiderable Turn in fo many Particulars muſt natural- 
ly advance, to a high Degree, the Manufactures, J. rafpck, Trea- 
fure, and Power of Great-Britain, and redound to the immortal 
Honour and Glory of TRHOSE at the Helm, who ſhall ſteer the 
Ship and bring her to the deſired Port. | | | 


Progoli- I SHALL end this Letter with a Propoſition or. two which is 
lle humbly ſubmitted to your Conſideration, namely, Whether it will 
give ſufficient Relief, to permit a direct Exportation of all the 
Products of the Britiſb Sugar-Iſlands, except raw or Muſcovado 
Sugar, to any Port in the Mediterranean Sea, or to the Sour 
of Cape Fineſterre ; as alſo to grant a Bounty or Drawback of 1 d. 


ar 


14 # 4 * . . d 
z \ 11 1 . £a, 
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| ; © 8 1 
or 14 d. per Pound upon the Re- exportation of Refined Sugar only, 


E Even Great-Britain to any Port of Europe” to the NoxTm'of 
Cape Fineſterre ; or as much as the Duty, Port Charges, Com- 
miſſions, Brokerage, Second Freight, and Riſque ſhall, upon Com- 


putation, amount to upon the Mzſcovado, from which ſuch Re- 
fined Sugar ſhall be made; or, at leaſt, the VAL Un or TRE REAL 


CHARGES that may be actually ſaved, by carrying 2 * di- 
rectly to thoſe Northern Ports ? ** 42 
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Mur moſt humible, Ste. 
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| Great Part of the above-mentioned Charges may poſſibly be faved, 
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260 J. upon the Ballance or nett Produce of 1025 J. which is in 


Proportion as 25 J. 75. 2 d. is upon every 100 J. cleared by the 
double Voyage, as appears by Column (a.) "And that Sum of 260 J. 


will more than double what thę encumbered Planter, according to 
this Account gan now clear at the Had d of the Year under this. Re- 
ſtraints, as appear | s by 521g uk t. of Sale and the ſuppoſed Ar- 
count Duran 1 the Charges of every particular Article of 


and might be ſaved to the Britiſh Sngar Trade, by ſuch a Permiſ- 
ſion, which amounts to 280 J or 36/7. 25. 6 d. on every 100 J. 


of the Nett Produce per Column (a) which Advantage is not to be 


equalized in any better manner than by an adequate Bounty or 
Dran Bark, Ito be at leaſt equal to hat might be ſaved by going di- 


rectly to thoſe Ports: This Sum of 280 , added to the 105 J. ſup- 


poſed to be cleared by the encumbered Planter, would make a good 
Addition in Favour of the Planter and Merchant-Adventurer, with- 
out hurting any body, ſince more Suger would be made in Pro 

tion to the general Demand andthe Planter whoſe Caſe may e 
ſomething like the State of the Account Currant, may then increaſe 
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It u in Weight about one Third when the Sugar is firm 
but when it is green 2nd produced from new Lands, 


m ſome other Caliſes, it ſeldom improves at all, and when 


Dy N it diminiſhes in 9 by the gy of ae 
one half or more. | e / og) 
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has been under the Conſideration of the Honourable the Commit. 
fioners of the Cuſtoms, and other Boards in London, and ſhews 
the different Charges upon the home Sugar Trade, between F Fance 
and England, and that our Port Charges, Freight, and Commiſſions 
together, ſurmount _ thoſe of the French by 1 per Cent. notwith- 
ſtanding the Article of Freight is 4 J. II g. 6d. in ourfavour, and 
their Duty upon Importation is, by this Account, 15 66. 7 4 per 
Cent. leſs than ours, Which however is not very material in POR 


to the direct Exportation to fore! gn Markets, 
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You wil by theſe Arb perceive. the Wade hve of 

* low Freight, which is no ways to be compared to. other Advan- 

the French now have over us, eſpecially with regard to 
3 Markets, as appears by the two Accounts mark*d A and B; 

the Conſequence of which has raiſed the Price of Clay'd Sugar in 

the windward French Iſlands, much higher than the Prices of the 

like Kinds in our windward Iſlands, as obſerved in the Anſwer to 


the firſt Qbje&tion,-which is attended with this further viſible Con- 


| Hare at thoſe F rench Colonies, with this, together with ſome 
Indul gences, are grown rich, populous? and powerful, whilſt 


their Engl: 5 þ Neighbours: are in a declining Way. And I am in- 
E | informed 


1 n EN 
formed the like 1g nm in ſome hold good, be- 


4 Uron the whole, the French have certainly, fince they have 

= had this Liberty of a dire& Exportation to foreign Markets by an 

| | Alteration of their Plantation Laws, increaſed in raiſing of Sugar 
abundantly more than the Engliſb, who are now at a ſtand and 
can't increaſe the Quantity they now raiſe, without Loſs, ſince they 
generally produce rather more than Great-Britgin and Jreland do 
conſume, and have ſcarcely any European Markets to eaſe them 
of any Surplus, or to put a Spring to their g/utted, cl d and re- 
train d Markets. But on the other hand, that Nation fairly 
beat us out of the Szgar Trade to foreign Markets, and ſupply 
moſt of the European Ports with Sugar, as before- mentioned; and 
will continue ſo to do, and be always ready to furniſh any other 
Country or People, whenever they ſhalt want that Commodity, 
unleſs we have as'eafy and quicł a Way of getting our Products to 
the foreign Conſumers as have: Then, peradventure, the Sub- 
jects of Creat- Britain may once more enjay the Profits o their na-. 
tural Advantages, and become Sharers of this moſt beneficial 
Branch of Commerce. N 1 ſb 


I 8HALL now conclude with reciting a Paſſage in the Works * 

of the late Mr. Secretary Addiſon, who ſays, That the ſame Cauſes 
which fireighten the Britiſh Commerce, will naturally enlarge the 
French ; and that the naval 9 of either Nation will thrive or l 
languiſh in the ſame Degree as their Commerce gathers or hoſes 

Strength: And if fo powerful and populous ' à Nation as that of 

France become ſuperiar to us by Sea, our Whale is laſt, and we are 


: 


no more a People. 


Vol. III. pa. 246. 
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